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Updates from the Task Force in Support of Immigrant Families 

 
The ELCA churchwide assembly has voted for the ELCA to become a sanctuary church body. This means 
the ELCA will continue to support refuges as they resettle in the US through our partnership with Lutheran 
Immigration and Refuge Services, provide legal assistance to immigrants pursuing their legally protected right 
to seek asylum and ensure that undocumented immigrants are aware of their rights under U.S. law. Also, the 
ELCA will continue to advocate for humane and just treatment of detained immigrants, adequate housing at 
detainment centers and will accompany minors through immigration court. The ELCA will speak out against 
xenophobia, racism and fear mongering against all people.  
 
All Saints Lutheran will now be a “Welcoming Church.” Our church council approved this task force’s 
request that we have this status. In our work with AMMPARO (accompanying migrant minors with protection, 
advocacy, representation and opportunities) the task force learned that the ELCA is asking congregations to 
become “Welcoming Churches.”  
 
In accordance to Matthew 25:35 Welcoming Congregations agree to welcome migrant children and families, 
listen to their stories with respect to receive the divine blessings that they may bring, pray for and share the 
gospel, provide emotional and spiritual support, accompany migrants to access local and institutional services as 
needed and advocate for justice for and with migrant families and children.  
 
Our first step will be to develop a brochure for immigrants describing the local services that are available to 
them and how to access those services; Friends in Need food shelf, Stone Soup, Community Meals, School 
District enrollment, etc. Next, we will make sure immigrants know they can get this information at All Saints by 
distributing the brochure to all local agencies and having signage at All Saints welcoming immigrants.  
 
Our Task Force has been doing continued research on the topic about our immigration crisis. We would 
like to share some of that research.  
Fact or fiction: Undocumented immigrants are killing Social Security  
No, they aren’t. Undocumented immigrants don’t have a legal path to citizenship and are, therefore, unable to 
obtain a Social Security number. As such, they are not entitled to the same protections and benefits as a worker 
who is a legal citizen or is on the path to legal citizenship. They can’t receive a traditional Social Security 
benefit.  
 
Interesting enough, even though undocumented immigrants won’t qualify for traditional Social Security benefit, 
it doesn’t mean they aren’t contributing to Social Security in a positive way. A recent analysis from New 
American Economy found that undocumented immigrants contributed $13.3 billion into the system via the 
payroll tax in 2016. This jibes with an AARP report that found that $12 billion in payroll tax contributions from 
undocumented workers in 2010. Undocumented immigrants are paying into the system by either using a fake 
SSN to get hired or using a friend’s SSN. This allows potentially millions of undocumented immigrants to 
receive a paycheck. Undocumented immigrants are paying into the system but not taking out, as they are 
ineligible. In short, undocumented immigrants are not a drain on Social Security. If anything, the opposite is 
true.  
 
Source for this information:  
https://www.fool.com/retirement/2019/02/07/undocumented-immigrants-and-social-security-separa.aspx 
 


