
News from the ASLC Taskforce in Support of Immigrant Families 

We are extremely concerned about a human rights issue, the ramifications of the government 

administration’s Zero Tolerance immigration policy on children and families.  This summer we have 

devoted time to researching the issue to understand what is going on and find ways each of us could 

help families who have been separated at the southern border.  Our goal is to share this information 

with our church members.  

If you are interested, you are invited to join us at our next task force meeting on September 6 at 

6:30 p.m. at church.  You can also call or talk to Bobbi Tannahill or Diane Fredrickson for more 

information.  

The following information is from Lutheran Advocacy – Minnesota  

Background:  So much has happened over the past couple of months with the president’s new Zero 

Tolerance immigration policy of separating children from their families at the border that It can be hard 

to keep up with.  Here’s a refresher of what’s happened and what’s currently happening under this 

policy. 

The Policy:  The Department of Justice announced in April that every adult who enters the country 

without immigration authorization would be criminally prosecuted, regardless of circumstances.  This 

includes refugees fleeing their home countries due to violence or other reasons refugees are required 

under US law to present themselves at a point of entry.  People entering the US to claim asylum are not 

breaking the law. Under the previous policy, people caught crossing the border or those claiming asylum 

would be held in immigrant detention pending the outcome of their immigration proceeding.  Under the 

new policy, they are instead referred to criminal prosecution to determine whether they will serve 

prison time for crossing the border.  Federal law classifies crossing the border without approval of an 

immigration officer as a misdemeanor, not a felony, an equivalent to trespassing on national forest land.   

Family separation:  US law does not allow children to be jailed, so the policy of automatically 

prosecuting parents crossing the border has resulted in children being taken from their parents and held 

in separate detention facilities while their parents are sent to federal prison.  Children who are 

separated from their parents are deemed “unaccompanied minors” and referred to the custody of the 

Office of Refugee Resettlement under the Department of Human Services, which is responsible for 

locating any family members or friends in the US who can take custody of the child.  As a result of the 

change in policy, at least 2,700 children were separated from their families between May and June and 

held in detention centers.  They range in age from less than a year to 17 years old. 

Family reunification:  In late June a federal judge ordered the administration to reunify all children who 

were taken from their families by July 26.  Although the administration claims to have unified all “eligible 

migrant minors,” there are still many families who have yet to be unified.  In some cases, parents were 

deported and the administration does not know how to locate them.  There are children whose families 

cannot be identified and still other situations in which grandparents had custody of children but whom 



the administration will not reunify with the children they brought with them while seeking asylum.  

Since child detention centers or “shelters” have been kept secret, even denying entrance to members of 

Congress, it is difficult to hold the administration accountable for all the children who may not yet be 

reunited with their families.   

What can you do to help these families? 

Be informed; contact your representative or senator voicing your concerns about the Zero Tolerance 

Policy and the reunification of all the separated families.  You can also donate money to support these 

families.  Here are helpful websites as well as contact information for your national government 

representatives.   

Following are websites for background and up-to-date information as well as ways to donate 

to support the reunification of families with clothing, housing, food and transportation: 

LIRS, Lutheran Immigration and Refuge Services   https://www.lirs.org  

ELCA AMMPARO: https://www.elca.org/ammparo  

 

Lutheran Advocacy – Minnesota   www.lutheranadvocacymn.org 

Following are websites for background and up-to-date information for donating to assist the 

separated immigration families in court.  Those who have legal representation fare much 

better in court than those who do not.  Many probono lawyers are offering their services, but 

costs still occur.  

RAICES is a nonprofit that promotes justice by providing low-cost legal services to underserved 

immigrant children and families and refuges in Texas https://actionnetwork.org/groups/raices-refugee-

and-immigrant-center-for-education-and-legal-services 

ACLU American Civil Liberties Union  www.aclu.org 

LINKS to US Representatives/Senators in Washington DC: 
(Jason Lewis represents Cottage Grove and Betty McCollum represents Woodbury) 

Senator Amy Klobuchar: https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/   

Senator Tina Smith: https://www.smith.senate.gov/  

Representative Keith Ellison: https://ellison.house.gov/  

Representative Tom Emmer: https://emmer.house.gov/  

Representative Jason Lewis:  https://jasonlewis.house.gov/   

Representative Betty McCollum: https://mccollum.house.gov/  

Representative Richard Nolan:   https://nolan.house.gov  

Representative Erik Paulsen: https://paulsen.house.gov/    

Representative Collin Peterson:   https://collinpeterson.house.gov/  

 Representative Tim Walz:  https://walz.house.gov/  
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