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Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Sunday, January 21, 2024 

Centering Hymn — God Is Here Today ACS 993 

 

Introduction and Announcements  
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications of 
our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people 
to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was 
later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything 
they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

Gathering Hymn:  All Are Welcome    ELW 641 
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“Meeting people where they’re at and connecting 
them to the full life of Christ.” 



1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

Refrain 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

3 Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
creator of darkness and light, 
word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our rock and refuge, 
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we pour out our hearts before you. 
We have known you but have not always loved you. 
We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. 
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in each of us. 
Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. 
Restore us, 
that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
Amen. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 
By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
You are God’s beloved. 
Amen. 

Gathering 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all! And also with you 

Kyrie   Dakota Road version - Worship and Praise 81 

    
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 
Kyrie eleison, every day. 

1 For peace in the world,  
for the health of the church,  
for the unity of all; 
for this holy house,  
for all who worship and praise,  
let us pray to the Lord,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
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4 For your Spirit to guide; 
that you center our lives 
in the water and the word; 
that you nourish our souls 
with your body and blood,  
let us pray to the Lord,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen 
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 

Children’s Message  Luther Crest Bible Camp 

Traveling Song   Shine Jesus, Shine   ELW 671 

Refrain x2 
Shine, Jesus shine, 
fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, reiver, flow, 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your Word, 
Lord, and let there be light! 

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-
sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, 
the people of Nineveh repent. This story has the reader wrestle with the question 
“On whom should God have mercy?” 
The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2‘Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk 
across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days more, 
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and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a 
fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe, covered 
himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: ‘By the 
decree of the king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste anything. 
They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. 8Human beings and animals shall be covered with 
sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil ways and from the 
violence that is in their hands. 9Who knows? God may relent and change his mind; he may turn 
from his fierce anger, so that we do not perish.’ 
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

Word of God, Word of Life: Thanks be to God. 
Psalm: Psalm 62:5-12 
God alone is my rock and my salvation. (Ps. 62:6) 
 5For God alone I wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be 
trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 
  that power belongs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according to their deeds. 

Word of God, Word of Life: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation            Halle, Halle, Halle   ELW 172 

 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

 | P a g e  5



 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
Gospel Mark 1:14-20 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known 
as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who 
realize this will respond with repentance and faith. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and 
followed him. 

This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ! Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon         Pastor Wes 

Hymn of the Day   Will You Come and Follow Me   ELW 798 

1 "Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 

2 "Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 
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 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 

4 "Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found 
 to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound 
 in you and you in me?" 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 
 and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 
 in you and you in me. 

Prayers of Intercession           
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of oceans 
and all creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that endanger 
water sources and the people who depend on them.  
God of grace, Receive our prayer. 

God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our 
nation and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and 
truth.  
God of grace, Receive our prayer. 

God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of abuse and sustain all who 
minister to them. Keep safe any who live under threat of violence, and those living 
in poverty or who are ill or in pain. Especially we pray for… 
God of grace, 
Receive our prayer. 
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God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, 
empower us and this faith community to be open to your call. When we are 
uncertain of your call, assure us. When we have strayed from your ways, redirect 
us.  
God of grace, 
Receive our prayer. 

God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them 
into your care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your 
salvation. Especially, we pray for… 
God of grace, 
Receive our prayer. 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Peace 

Offertory   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing   ELW 807 

 1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
 fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; 
 may I still thy goodness prove. 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 
 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
 safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wand'ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, 
 interposed his precious blood. 
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3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I'm constrained to be; 
 let that grace now like a fetter 
 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
 prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
 seal it for thy courts above. 
  

Offering Prayer  
Blessed are you, Holy One, 
for all good things come from you. 
In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 
Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek 
and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. 
Amen 

The Great Thanksgiving   

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer  

Communion Music 
Lamb of God   ELW 175 

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly  ELW 461 

1 All who hunger gather gladly;  
holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  
Here in truth we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, 
all around us is our food. 
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Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

2 All who hunger, never strangers;  
seeker, be a welcome guest. 
Come from restlessness and roaming. 
Here in joy we keep the feast. 
We that once were lost and scattered 
in communion's love have stood. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

3 All who hunger, sing together, 
Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. 
Here in peace we have been fed. 
Blest are those who from this table 
live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

As The Grains of Wheat   ELW 465 

Refrain 
 As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
 were gathered into one to become our bread;  
 so may all your people from all the ends of earth  
 be gathered into one in you. 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
 may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain  

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
 when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain    
   
Blessing of the Meal  
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
God’s grace. 
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Prayer after Communion  
Giver of every gift, 
Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
Raise us to life by your power 
for the benefit of all and to your glory, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
Benediction 
God who names you, 
Christ who claims you, 
and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 
☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

Closing Hymn   
Let All Things Now Living   ELW 881 

1 Let all things now living 
 a song of thanksgiving 
 to God the creator triumphantly raise, 
 who fashioned and made us, 
 protected and stayed us, 
 who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, 
 God's light goes before us, 
 a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
 till shadows have vanished 
 and darkness is banished, 
 as forward we travel from light into light. 
  
2 God rules all the forces: 
 the stars in their courses 
 and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
 the hills and the mountains, 
 the rivers and fountains, 
 the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
 We too should be voicing 
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 our love and rejoicing; 
 with glad adoration a song let us raise 
 till all things now living 
 unite in thanksgiving: 
 "To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 

Invitation to Service 
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. Thanks be to God. 

Hymns and Liturgy used with permissions by: 
Augsburg Fortress SB15477 

CCLI License 856215 
One License A-711676
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